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Seventy percent of our nationôs 

electricity comes from burning 

coal, according to the website 

www.bydesign.com.  Now think 

about the number of people that 

use electricity and how much we 

rely on it for our everyday lives.  

What would happen if we de-

pleted our coal supply, and 

couldn't use it for anything, in-

cluding electricity?  This is a 

definite possibility, because, over 

the past few years, we, as a na-

tion, have dramatically increased 

the amount of coal that we are 

using.   

Last year, roughly 1.147 billion 

tons of coal was mined in the 

United States alone.  The predic-

tion from the National Mining 

Association is even bigger for 

2008, with roughly 1.16 billion 

tons being produced.   

Coal is also used for other things 

besides electricity.  Years ago, it 

was used for heating and lighting, 

and also fuel for steam engines.  

Coal is also used for steel pro-

duction.  The main carbon supply 

for steel is actually coal.   

Recently, there have been some 

alternative power sources being 

used.  These alternatives use 

sources such as wind or sunlight, 

which is renewable, to generate 

electricity. ñRenewableò means 

that the source will never be de-

pleted, and they also cause no 

harm to the environment.  Alter-
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will reduce our dependency on 

coal, and this could help preserve 

our supply for future generations.   

Depleting the coal supply could 

be an enormous problem in the 

future.  As the world population is 

continually on the rise, more elec-

tricity will be needed to power all 

of these people.  If the coal supply 

is depleted, we will be forced to 

find another method to generate 

electricity.  This could cost mil-

lions of dollars to construct 

enough new power plants to sup-

ply our nation.  I think it makes 

more sense to invest in these al-

ternatives now while we still have 

coal.  This could save money in 

the long run and also save the 

coal supply.  We must begin con-

serving coal now while we still 

have it so our children and grand-

children have this precious fossil 

fuel to use in their lives.   
Coal is a very useful 

fossil fuel.  It can be 

mined very easily 

with little cost.  The 

problem is coal is 

used so extensively 

and it will not last 

forever.  We need to 

find alternative 

sources of energy 

before this re-

sources is gone for-

ever.   
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